Data Dictionary and Object (control) List

Two important bits of documentation that should be included in a program’s technical documentation are the Data Dictionary and as Visual Basic is a Visual (Object) based programming language an Object (or Control) List is worth including too.

Data Dictionary

A data dictionary is a set of information that is added to your technical documentation, it lists all the variables, constants and user defined types that are used in your program.

It also includes the data type, location within the program and description of each of the variables, constants or user defined types.

Data dictionaries can also be used when defining what tables and fields are used in a database.

Below is an example of a data dictionary, depending on how complex your program is your data dictionary can be small only a few lines (variables) or it can be very large.

	Variable Name
	Data Type
	Location
	Description

	strFirstName
	string
	cmdEnterName_Click
	Holds the user’s firstname.

	strSurname
	string
	cmdEnterName_Click
	Holds the user’s surname.

	intAge
	Integer
	cmdEnterName_Click
	Holds the user’s age.

	MEANING_OF_LIFE
	Integer
	cmdHelpMe_Click
	Constant: Hold’s the value of the meaning of life: 42.


Object (or Control) List

The data dictionary lists the names, types, locations and descriptions of variable and constants etc in your Visual Basic program but with a Visual programming language you really need to do the same thing for all the objects (or controls) that are used in the program. It’s the same sort of thing; take a look at the example below:

	Object Name
	Object Type
	Location
	Description

	cmdExit
	Command Button
	frmMain
	Allows the user to exit the program.

	cmdName
	Command Button
	frmMain
	Starts the code to allow the user to enter their name.

	txtName
	Text Box
	frmMain
	Text box for a user to enter their name in.


